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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Adrian Davis, Wildoutdoors Ltd1 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

We need to define a clear set of core principles for sustainable development in easy 
understandable language. Sustainable development is not well understood and means too 
many things to too many disparate groups and people. It must be SMART and realistic, 
positive but not threaten any further degradation of the environment in Scotland. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

We need innovation and support from government to develop new areas for greening 
business and improving sustainable development. Change policies where necessary. This 
should include things like all new houses which should be passive zero energy (known as 
Passivhaus in most of mainland Europe), homes designed to combine ultra-low energy 
consumption with consistently good air quality by 2025? 

And rather than new build in many cases, incentivise the improvement, greening, and 
maintenance of existing buildings rather than new homes all the time. More development on 
prime agricultural land and on important habitats is not sustainable. We must re-invest in 
brownfield sites and existing infrastructure in partnerships with the private sector. Recycle 
materials and homes may also be necessary.  

More investment for small green businesses. Invest in young people with apprenticeships, 
training, mentoring, support and help. Grants? 

Development must adhere to planning regulations and environmental laws enforced with 
appropriate resources to planning authorities. The planning authorities should have the 
power to regulate and enforce planning conditions and laws paid for by a bond paid in to 
protect environmental assets during construction projects. Polluter pays principle. 

Private enterprise also needs to play its role and currently there is a lack of shared 
responsibility in managing land.  

There must be much better funding and enforcement of environmental laws, policies and 
adherence to best practice and guidance e.g. it is weak as is the case in the poisoning of 
sea eagles and other wildlife. We also need clear strategies for our wildlife. Currently the 
conservation and management of some species such as beavers and wildcats is not well 
planned out. We need clear strategies based on good science and defined manageable 
species populations to manage these important populations. The wildlife tourism sector is 
worth at least £65million (The Economic Impact of Wildlife Tourism, Scotland 2010). 

                                            
1 Wildlife tour operator and consultant 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Land management I feel is a key area. To create a sustainable future we need a better 
understanding of our land, its use, resources, its habitats and species. There are some 
parties who disregard good land management practices and just maintain there own self 
interests at the expense of the will of the people of Scotland. We need strong leadership to 
tackle wildlife crime, access and good land management to fit with climate objectives. For 
example, many estates muirburn over their entire land area regardless of the habitats and 
land, meaning bogs become degraded, shrubs and trees cannot grow, wildlife is effectively 
removed at the expense of one or two preferred species on sporting estates. This has a 
major impact on climate objectives.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 
green and sustainable recovery? 

Agri-environment schemes should be supported and approved for positive measures to 
protect/enhance the environment, encourage local small business and improve biodiversity.  

The forest industry is far too simplistic with simple economics not accounting for 
environmental goods and value. We need diversification and new thinking in this sector. 
Woodlands should be vibrant, healthy, managed and accessible to more than just the 
landowners. Many forests and woodlands are neglected, wasteful and poorly managed.  

Communities including small scale businesses should be given the right to buy land. 
Increase access, enjoyment, management, help landowners to maintain and utilise 
woodlands, crofts and other land for the benefit of people and wildlife wherever possible. 
Community ownership may be a way forward with grant funding to allow diversification and 
small business ventures.  

Conservation areas should be better protected. Protected species legislation does not work 
in the wider countryside because it is very difficult to police and enforce. Community 
policing, with more active liaisons and communication is required between landed estates 
and local communities.  

Diversification of farming and practices. Support innovation based on sound research. 
Adapt some old proven farming practices to help soils recover, eg. set aside, establish 
larger field margins and enhance wildlife corridors. Encourage diversity. River and Water 
Catchment Strategies should be developed to promote important fisheries, wildlife habitats 
and businesses. 

National Parks NP’s should prioritise primacy of nature. There is a threat to nature, habitats 
and species in NP’s from development, increased recreational activity and poorly managed 
land. Wild land should also be clearly defined, protected and safeguarded for the future. 
Areas of ancient woodland and peatland which are not on protected sites should be given 
more special protection to safeguard and maintain carbon.  

General response 

We need to develop more ideas, partnerships and business forums for a green recovery 
from the grass roots up. More communication and engagement is required at all levels. 


